Core Values: #5: Risk Taking Faith

Intro: I remember the business meeting in which we decided to sell the old church property
I don’t know if you were there..or if you remember...At the time we had out grown old property...needed to do something
Studied options for a while, decided to relocate, meantime, received an offer to buy old property, no where to go...87 to 1

That stands out in my mind because at that point we took an incredible step of faith, holding nothing back, trusting God!
We were looking at property, but there no guarantee...\We knew God had said move...but we didn’t know where for sure

That kind of faith (Risk Taking Faith) is the Core Value that | want to talk with you about this morning.
Core Values
Definition: Core Values: are a small set of key concepts and ideals that guide an organizations actions and help them make
important decisions ...they articulate its highest priorities and describe its most deeply held driving forces.
e Grounded In the Gospel Authenticity: Being Real With God and Others
e Commitment: Being “All In” Enjoying the Journey
Add: Risk Taking Faith!

Risk Taking Faith is a faith that trusts God when it cannot see the path forward. It hears His voice, and recognizes His
direction...but that kind of faith starts walking before it knows the final destination.

In the Past: RTF was selling our property...and not having a place to go...

In the Future: It is making plans to do what no one else in the country has done... Turn around and entire county

In all of the Scripture there is no better example to me of Risk Taking Faith than Caleb. Caleb was one of the 12 spies Moses
sent into the Promised Land to check it out and bring back a report to the nation. 12 went in to look...Brought back a report
Numbers 13:26ff Pg 105

What Made the Difference? All 12 Saw exactly the same things...
3 Truths Caleb Understood That Built His Faith
1. Caleb Understood That The Land of Canaan Was ALWAYS a Part of the Promise of God to Israel.
Caleb KNEW God...and What God was doing. He was in touch with...and walking with God. Land..ALWAYS a Part!

e Abraham Joseph
e |saac Moses
e Jacob Joshua

God’s promise to Abraham: Land, Seed Blessing
Genesis 15:1-6  Page 10

Abraham followed God to the Promised Land...and was buried there

Isaac and Jacob buried there...Same place as Abraham

Joseph made his children promise to take his bones to Canaan when they returned

Moses entire ministry was about delivering children of Israel to Promised Land

Joshua picked up where Moses left off..Finished the Work Moses started... Take the Promised Land!

Caleb...He made it real! When it was time for the last piece of the promised land...High Country, Peopled with Giants
Caleb was the one that stepped up to the plate and said...Give me the part no one else wants!!!

85 yrsold...and He is saying...GIVE ME THE GIANTS!!!!

Joshua 14:16-33 Page 161

2. Caleb Understood that the Promise of God Always Came with a Provision: Faith!

e The Promise was Unconditional: | will give the land to Abraham...and his descendants
e The Promised was realized in the life of those that walked by faith...(Those that did not...never experienced it)

I will give the land to your descendents. But those who experience it in its fullness are those who trust me enough to Risk
Following me by Faith!

~Abraham experienced it....He had faith!

~Israelites following Moses did not...Lacked faith

~Joshua and Caleb Experienced it... They had faith!

~The other 10, as well as the entire nation of adults that rebelled did not!
e Faith is the substance of things hoped for the evidence of things not yet seen.
e  Without faith it is impossible to please God!



3. Caleb Understood the 3 Critical Issues of Risk Taking Faith.

e Promise: (Abraham: 1 will give you the land)
I don’t have it till 1 hold it Vs God’s Promise IS Possession!
Hebrews 11:1 Faith is the SUBTANCE of things hoped for...the EVIDENCE of things Not yet seen!

e Provision: (I will meet your every need...water; food; manna; protection; guidance)
When | have What | need | will Go Forward Vs When | Go forward God will GIVE me what | need!
Joshua 3:15-16 When the feet of the priests touched the water it rolled up like a wall!

e Presence: (1 will be with you...Moses, Joshua, Caleb...If God is with us we can!)
| get Him when | get there Vs I’ve GOT Him so | will GET there!
Num 14:9 Their protection is gone, but the LORD is with us!

We live in a risk management culture. We do everything we can to manage it so we aren’t affected
Here is what | believe. We don’t see the hand of God in our life...Because we are more like the 10 than the 2!

God is still speaking, Still leading, Still calling us to follow Him...But we don’t hear him...Because we have your eyes on giants
We are all too much like the 10. We can list the problems, obstacles, issues, concerns...
But we don’t seem to be able to remember the miracles of God on our behalf.

So, what keeps YOU from Living out that kind of faith?

Promise: Have you heard God?
Are you listening to Him..Reading His Word, Studying it so that you know His promises, Ways,

Provision: Are you willing to Go forward BEFORE you see His provision, trusting Him?
When was the last time you stepped over the line BEFORE you had all your ducks in a row?

Presence: Are you walking with Him?
Are you confident that He is in your life on a day to day basis?

CONCL: Take Connection Card and turn it over
Determine where you are...
Decide what YOUR next step may be

1. Not Studying: GG....No time like right now... Look through Catalogue, Go to Food Court
2. Are you willing to step out BEFORE you see His provision?

GG

Mission Team

Ministry Team
3. Do you know you have that personal relationship with Jesus?

Maybe don’t hear him...because you don’t know him.

He said..my sheep know my voice and hear me...listen to me!



