Core Values: #6: Doing Whatever It Takes

Intro: One of my favorite memories of the old building was when youth were having a lesson on the passage preaching today
We already knew we were moving, so in order to make the story come alive Larry Fee went up on the roof, cut a hole!

I remember some of the people at that time saying...”You can’t do that!” Of course you can!
We are trying to help your young people understand what you have to be willing to do in order to bring people to Jesus
Whatever It Takes!

Core Values
Definition: Core Values: are a small set of key concepts and ideals that guide an organizations actions and help them make
important decisions ...they articulate its highest priorities and describe its most deeply held driving forces.

e Grounded In the Gospel Authenticity: Being Real With God and Others
e Commitment: Being “All In” Enjoying the Journey
e Risk Taking Faith Whatever it Takes

Risk Taking Faith is a faith that trusts God when it cannot see the path forward. It hears His voice, and recognizes His
direction...but that kind of faith starts walking before it knows the final destination.

Doing Whatever it Takes to reach people for Jesus is similar but has a different twist.

RTF = I’m going to step out and trust God
WIT = I’m willing to sacrifice personally, give up my rights, lay down my life, step outside the box in order to reach people

One of the best Scripture passages | know to illustrate that kind of commitment is found in Luke 5:17-26 pg 728

1. The Purpose these 4 Friends Shared: Getting Their Friend Into the Presence of Jesus.
e He had a Problem that no one else could fix

e They believed with all their heart that if they could just get him to Jesus he could be helped

~vs 17: The power of the Lord was present for Him to heal the sick (Spirit was working in a unique way)

~ Being in Jesus presence would put him in the BEST place possible for help Worship
~ Being with Jesus and His disciples Fellowship
~ Hearing Jesus preach and teach the Word of God Under the word

They were CONVINCED that nothing bad...only GOOD could come from him being in the presence of Jesus
~Maybe Jesus Heal him
~Maybe Jesus encourage and empower him to keep going

I’'m not sure if they really knew what to expect....So their purpose was to get him there... WHATEVER IT TOOK!

2. The Problem these 4 Friends Had to Overcome: There were a Number of Obstacles in their Way.
e Physical Problems: The Building and the People in their way
e Internal Problems: Doubt; Embarrassment; Public Opinion;
e People Problems: Needs of others that kept them from making room

Pride of the religious leaders and teachers: (We should be down front)
Attitude of supposedly religious people more interested in LEARNING than LOVING!
lllus:  Princeton Experiment

Today is no different

3. The Plan they Developed: Rip Off The Roof!
e They were willing to do WHATEVER IT TOOK to get their Friend to Jesus!
e Cost; Time; Energy; Effort
This Christmas: Do something different: Open Homes invite people in. Inconvenient, Family, Busy, Add
Really not THAT much of a sacrifice is it?

e Vs 20: When Jesus saw THEIR faith!
Their faith made the difference:
They did not believe in stead of Him, but rather WITH Him. They helped him do what he could not do alone
There may well be someone in your life that NEEDS that kind of help!
| can’t receive forgiveness FOR you, but I can be WITH you!



4. The Amazement of the People. “We have seen great Things!”
Notice the PLURAL inverse 26 Things
Did not say we saw an incredible THING: Wonderful Healing
Plural
e Incredible Healing: Happens when you are in presence of Jesus
e  Saw Jesus Preaching and Teaching
e Saw Jesus FORGIVING sin!
o Saw Some friends DOING WHATEVER IT TAKES to Get their friend to Jesus...and it WORKED!

Listen: When followers of Jesus Go out of their way to get their friends to Him two things Happen
1. Needs are Met...Jesus does more for them than we ever imagine
2. It makes an INCREDIBLE impact on those watching!

CONCL:

But...in order for those things to happen YOU have to make a choice:

Are you going to be like the Religious Leaders and Teachers of the Law?
More interested in Learning than In Loving people in need?

Or, are you going to be like one of the 4... Hybels calls it “The Fellowship of the Mat”
Being willing to do whatever it takes?

Take out your Connection Card, and as we sing thing and pray about your next step.



