
Joshua 9:   A Failure To Communicate



“You aren’t being paranoid if they 
really ARE out to get you!”

Rick Warren



1Pe 5:8 “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy 
the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking 
for someone to devour.”    

Eph 2:2-3 “you followed the ways of this world and 
of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit 
who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 
All of us also lived among them at one time, 
gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature…”

You Have An Enemy



Joshua 9:1-14
Now when all the kings west of the Jordan heard about these 
things-- those in the hill country, in the western foothills, and 
along the entire coast of the Great Sea as far as Lebanon (the 
kings of the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and 
Jebusites)-- they came together to make war against Joshua and 
Israel. However, when the people of Gibeon heard what Joshua 
had done to Jericho and Ai, they resorted to a ruse: They went as 
a delegation whose donkeys were loaded with worn-out sacks and 
old wineskins, cracked and mended. The men put worn and 
patched sandals on their feet and wore old clothes. All the bread 
of their food supply was dry and moldy. Then they went to Joshua 
in the camp at Gilgal and said to him and the men of Israel, "We 
have come from a distant country; make a treaty with us."



7 The men of Israel said to the Hivites, "But perhaps you live near 
us. How then can we make a treaty with you?" "We are your 
servants," they said to Joshua. But Joshua asked, "Who are you 
and where do you come from?" They answered: "Your servants 
have come from a very distant country because of the fame of the 
LORD your God. For we have heard reports of him: all that he did 
in Egypt, and all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites east 
of the Jordan-- Sihon king of Heshbon, and Og king of Bashan, 
who reigned in Ashtaroth. And our elders and all those living in 
our country said to us, 'Take provisions for your journey; go and 
meet them and say to them, "We are your servants; make a treaty 
with us." 'This bread of ours was warm when we packed it at 
home on the day we left to come to you. But now see how dry and 
moldy it is. And these wineskins that we filled were new, but see 
how cracked they are. And our clothes and sandals are worn out 
by the very long journey."



Vs 14   
“The men of Israel sampled their 

provisions but 
did not inquire of the LORD.”

“What We Have Here Is Failure To 
Communicate!”



Never Forget:
You Have MANY Spiritual Enemies

Joshua 9:1-6

•Some come directly at you Kings
•Some come indirectly to deceive Gibeonites
•Some come disguised 2Cor 11:14
•Some come bundled together! Eph 2:1-4



Wise Words On Counsel
What The Bible Teaches Us

Don’t…
•Don’t rely on circumstances 9:12-14

•Don’t Listen to  ungodly counsel Psm 1:1-2

•Don’t trust your own wisdom Prov 14:12

•Don’t trust you own heart! Jer 17:9

•Don’t ignore clear scripture Prv 1:24-26



Wise Words On Counsel
What The Bible Teaches Us

Do!...
Immerse yourself in the right spiritual 

environment
"God speaks by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, 
prayer, circumstances, and the church to reveal 

Himself, His purposes, and His ways." 
Henry Blackaby



Do!...

• Let God’s Word speak loudest in your life.  Psm 119:105

• Listen To God First! James 1:5

• Learn To Distinguish His Voice. 1Kings 19:12-13

• Have More Than One Counselor. Prov 8:14

• Look Beyond You Own Interests. Prov 19:21

• Walk Alone Carefully. Prov 12:15



Today…

•Come seek counsel from God on the things you are 
facing.

•Come seek forgiveness for NOT listening, and ask 
God how He would have you go forward from 
today.
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