


Jacob’s Sons

* Leah — Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah

* Bilhah (Rachel’s servant) — Dan and Naphtali
*Zilpah (Leah’s servant) — Gad and Asher
*Leah — Issachar and Zebulun

* Rachel — Joseph and Benjamin




Genesis 37:2-4

Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with
his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his

father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad report about
them.

3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other

sons, because he had been born to him in his old age; and he
made an ornate robe for him. * When his brothers saw that their
father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and
could not speak a kind word to him.




Genesis 37:17b-28

So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near

Dothan. 13 But they saw him in the distance, and before he
reached them, they plotted to kill him. 1° “Here comes that
dreamer!” they said to each other. 2° “Come now, let’s kill him
and throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious
animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.”

21\When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their
hands. “Let’s not take his life,” he said. 22 “Don’t shed any blood.
Throw him into this cistern here in the wilderness, but don’t lay a
hand on him.” Reuben said this to rescue him from them
and take him back to his father. '




Genesis 37:17b-28

23S0 when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his
robe—the ornate robe he was wearing— 24 and they took him

and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was empty; there was
no water init.

23 As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a
caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Their camels were
loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and they were on their way
to take them down to Egypt.




Genesis 37:17b-28

26 Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our
brother and cover up his blood? 2 Come, let’s sell him to the
Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all, he is our
brother, our own flesh and blood.” His brothers agreed.

28 So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled
Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for twenty shekels of
silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt.




Genesis 42:1-9

When Jacob learned that there was grain in Egypt, he said to his
sons, “Why do you just keep looking at each other?” 2He
continued, “I have heard that there is grain in Egypt. Go down
there and buy some for us, so that we may live and not die.”

3Then ten of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy grain from
Egypt. 4 But Jacob did not send Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, with
the others, because he was afraid that harm might come to
him. °> So Israel’s sons were among those who went to buy
grain, for there was famine in the land of Canaan also.




Genesis 42:1-9

® Now Joseph was the governor of the land, the person who sold
grain to all its people. So when Joseph’s brothers arrived, they
bowed down to him with their faces to the ground. 7 As soon as
Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized them, but he pretended
to be a stranger and spoke harshly to them. “Where do you come
from?” he asked. “From the land of Canaan,” they replied, “to
buy food.”

8 Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they did not recognize
him. ° Then he remembered his dreams about them and said to
them, “You are spies! You have come to see where our
land is unprotected.”




Genesis 45:1-5

Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his
attendants, and he cried out, “Have everyone leave my
presence!” So there was no one with Joseph when he made
himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept so loudly that the
Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s household heard about it.

3 Joseph said to his brothers, “l am Joseph! Is my father still
living?” But his brothers were not able to answer him, because
they were terrified at his presence.




Genesis 45:1-5

“Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When
they had done so, he said, “l am your brother Joseph, the one
you sold into Egypt! > And now, do not be distressed and do not
be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to
save lives that God sent me ahead of you.




In Closing

Your struggle with Family driven Crazy did not
have to be experienced in vain... rather be the
loving support someone needs you to be and be
the one that God can use to lead the
broken to Him.
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