Day 10

Loving One Another

Scripture Reading

John 13:31-35
Key Verse

"By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."
John 13:35

Today's Devotional

On the evening before the cross, Jesus gathered His disciples for one final meal.

The atmosphere must have been filled with emotion. Within hours He would be arrested. Before
sunrise He would stand before Pilate. By afternoon He would hang upon a Roman cross.

Yet among His final instructions was this simple command:
"Love one another."

Not because they would always agree.

Not because they were naturally alike.

Not because loving people is easy.

But because Christ had first loved them.

The distinguishing mark of the Christian church has never been its buildings, budgets, or
programs.

It is love.
Not sentimental love.
Not superficial friendliness.

But Christlike, sacrificial, steadfast love.



The Greek word Jesus uses is agapé—a love that intentionally seeks the highest good of another
person regardless of personal cost.

Imagine the impact if every person who walks through the doors of Riva Trace Baptist Church
encounters that kind of love.

A young family overwhelmed by the challenges of parenting.

A widow attending church alone.

A teenager searching for identity.

A couple struggling in their marriage.

Someone visiting church for the very first time.

Before they hear the sermon...

Before they notice the music...

Before they see the children's ministry...

May they experience genuine Christian love.

Love welcomes.

Love listens.

Love serves.

Love forgives.

Love bears burdens.

Love refuses to keep score.

The launch of a second worship service will create new opportunities to demonstrate that love.
Some members may worship at different hours than close friends.
Some volunteers may serve in different capacities.

Schedules may change.

New relationships will form.



Old routines may be adjusted.

Through it all, let us remember that unity is never preserved by insisting upon our own
preferences.

It is preserved through love.
Jesus said that the watching world would recognize His disciples by this very characteristic.

May that be true of us.

Think About It

1. Who has shown Christlike love to me?
2. Is there someone in our church I need to encourage this week?
3. Would a first-time guest experience Christ's love through my words and actions?

Today's Prayer

Father,

Thank You for loving me through Jesus Christ.

Teach me to love others with that same sacrificial love.

Remove selfishness, impatience, and criticism from my heart.

Fill our church with genuine affection for one another.

May every guest who enters our doors experience the love of Christ through His people.

Amen.



Today's Fast

Fast from criticism today.
Refuse to complain.
Instead, intentionally encourage at least three people.

Speak words that build others up.

Prayer Focus

Pray that genuine Christian love will define every relationship within Riva Trace Baptist Church.
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