Day 12

Gifted to Serve

Scripture Reading
1 Corinthians 12:4-27
Key Verse

"But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good."
1 Corinthians 12:7

Today's Devotional

One of the most remarkable truths about the church is that no believer is unnecessary.

When you placed your faith in Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit not only gave you new life, He also
graciously equipped you with spiritual gifts to serve His people. These gifts are not natural
talents, although God often uses our natural abilities alongside them. Spiritual gifts are Spirit-
given abilities that enable believers to build up the church and glorify Christ.

Notice Paul's emphasis in 1 Corinthians 12. He repeatedly reminds us that there is one Spirit,
one body, and many members. Diversity is not a problem to overcome; it is part of God's wise
design.

Some teach.

Some encourage.

Some lead.

Some show mercy.

Some serve quietly behind the scenes.

Some are gifted in hospitality.

Some faithfully intercede in prayer.

Others generously give of their resources.



No gift is insignificant.

No ministry is unimportant.

The danger comes when we begin comparing ourselves with others.

Paul imagines the absurdity of a foot saying, "Because I am not a hand, I am not part of the
body." Or an eye declaring that it has no need of the hand. Such thinking ignores the wisdom of
the One who designed the body.

The same is true in Christ's church.

As we prepare for our second worship service, we will need people serving in visible roles and
many more serving where few people ever notice. Every smiling greeter, every nursery
volunteer, every Sunday school teacher, every musician, every sound technician, every coffee
volunteer, every prayer partner, every person who quietly prepares classrooms or cleans
afterward is contributing to the ministry Christ has entrusted to this church.

The question is not, "Is my gift important?"

The question is, "Am I faithfully using the gift God has given me?"

Imagine what God can do through a congregation where every member joyfully serves according
to the gifts He has provided.

That is God's design.
That is His delight.

And that is one of the ways He builds His church.

Think About It

1. How has God uniquely gifted me to serve His church?
2. Am I using those gifts faithfully?
3. Is there an area where God may be inviting me to serve during this new season?



Today's Prayer

Father,

Thank You for graciously giving spiritual gifts to every believer.

Help me to discover, develop, and faithfully use the gifts You have entrusted to me.
Protect me from comparing myself with others.

May every member of our church joyfully serve according to Your design so that Christ will be
honored and the church strengthened.

In Jesus' name,

Amen.

Today's Fast

Fast from comparison today.

Whenever you are tempted to compare yourself with someone else, thank God for the unique
gifts He has given both of you.

Celebrate His wisdom instead of competing for recognition.

Prayer Focus

Pray that God would help every member of Riva Trace Baptist Church discover meaningful
places of service as our ministries continue to grow.
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