Day 22

Seeing People as Jesus Sees Them

Scripture Reading
Matthew 9:35-38
Key Verse

"Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them..."
Matthew 9:36

Today's Devotional

When Jesus looked at the crowds, He saw far more than numbers.
He saw souls.

Matthew tells us that Jesus was moved with compassion because the people were "distressed and
dispirited like sheep without a shepherd."”

The word translated compassion speaks of deep, heartfelt concern. Jesus was not merely aware
of people's needs; He was moved by them.

That same compassion should shape the heart of every church.

As we prepare for another worship service, it would be easy to become focused on logistics.
How many chairs?

Which classroom?

Who is serving?

Where should people park?

Those questions matter.

But behind every logistical decision is a person whom God deeply loves.

The young couple looking for biblical answers.



The single mother carrying heavy burdens.

The teenager wondering if anyone understands.

The child hearing the gospel for the first time.

The retired neighbor searching for purpose.

The unbeliever quietly wondering if there really is hope.
Jesus sees every one of them.

Do we?

Church growth is never about filling seats.

It is about reaching people.

Every empty chair represents someone who has not yet heard your testimony.
Someone who may not yet know Christ.

Someone whose eternity matters.

As September 20 approaches, ask God to help you see your neighbors, coworkers, classmates,
and friends through the eyes of Christ.

Compassion changes the way we pray.
It changes the way we serve.
It changes the way we welcome guests.

Most importantly, it changes the way we share the gospel.

Think About It

1. When I look at people, do I see interruptions or opportunities?
2. Who around me needs the hope of Christ?
3. How can I intentionally demonstrate Christ's compassion this week?



Today's Prayer

Lord Jesus,

Give me Your eyes.

Help me see people the way You see them.

Break my heart for those who are far from You.

Use our church to proclaim the gospel with compassion, truth, and love.
Prepare hearts even now for those who will attend our services this fall.

Amen.

Today's Fast

Fast from focusing on yourself today.

Intentionally look for opportunities to notice and encourage people who might otherwise go
unnoticed.

Prayer Focus

Pray for every person God intends to bring to Riva Trace Baptist Church this fall.

Ask Him to begin preparing their hearts today.



	Day 22
	Seeing People as Jesus Sees Them
	Scripture Reading
	Key Verse

	Today's Devotional
	Think About It
	Today's Prayer
	Today's Fast
	Prayer Focus


