Day 23

Welcoming the Stranger

Scripture Reading
Romans 15:5-7
Key Verse

"Accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God."
Romans 15:7

Today's Devotional

Most people decide how they feel about a church long before the sermon begins.
Their first impression often comes in the parking lot.

Or at the front door.

Or when someone smiles and says,

"Good morning. We're glad you're here."”

Hospitality has always been part of God's design for His people.

Throughout Scripture, believers are repeatedly encouraged to welcome strangers, show kindness
to guests, and practice hospitality without complaint.

Why?

Because every believer was once a stranger to God's grace.
Yet Christ welcomed us.

He did not receive us because we had everything together.
He received us because of His mercy.

That truth should transform the way we welcome others.



A first-time guest may be nervous.

Unsure where to go.

Wondering whether anyone will notice them.

Perhaps carrying invisible hurts.

One warm greeting can communicate something powerful:

"You matter to God, and you matter to us."

As we prepare for our second worship service, hospitality becomes even more important.
Our expanded coffee fellowship between services provides more than refreshments.

It creates opportunities for conversations.

For friendships.

For discipleship.

For ministry.

A church that welcomes people warmly often opens hearts to hear God's Word more readily.
Remember:

Hospitality is not merely the responsibility of greeters.

It belongs to every member of the body of Christ.

Think About It

1. How welcoming am I toward guests?
2. Do I naturally seek out people I do not know?
3. How can I help someone feel at home this Sunday?

Today's Prayer

Father,



Thank You for welcoming me through Jesus Christ.
Help me extend that same grace to others.

May every person who enters our church experience genuine kindness and sincere Christian
love.

Use simple conversations to begin eternal relationships.

Amen.

Today's Fast

Fast from spending all your time with familiar friends this Sunday.
Introduce yourself to someone you have never met.

Invite them to coffee or lunch.

Prayer Focus

Pray for every greeter, usher, parking volunteer, welcome desk volunteer, and hospitality worker.
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