
Day 4 
A Clean Heart Before a Holy God 

Scripture Reading 

Psalm 51:1–17 

Key Verse 

"Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me." 
Psalm 51:10 

 

Today's Devotional 
There is something deeply freeing about being honest before God. 

King David wrote Psalm 51 after one of the darkest seasons of his life. His sin with Bathsheba, 
his attempt to cover it, and the death of Uriah had brought devastating consequences. When the 
prophet Nathan confronted him, David could have defended himself, shifted blame, or 
minimized his actions. 

Instead, he confessed. 

He threw himself upon the mercy of God. 

What makes Psalm 51 so beautiful is not David's failure—it is God's grace. 

David understood that outward religion could never substitute for inward repentance. He writes, 

"The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not 
despise." (Psalm 51:17) 

God is not looking for perfect people. 

He is looking for honest people. 

As our church prepares for an exciting season of ministry, it would be easy to focus only on 
external preparations. We can prepare classrooms, schedules, music, technology, and hospitality. 

But have we prepared our hearts? 



Revival has never begun with polished programs. 

It begins with repentant people. 

The Lord is far more interested in the condition of our hearts than the appearance of our ministry. 

Perhaps during these forty days the Holy Spirit is bringing something to your mind that needs to 
be confessed. 

An attitude. 

A habit. 

Bitterness. 

Pride. 

Neglected prayer. 

Unforgiveness. 

An anxious spirit. 

The enemy wants us to hide. 

God invites us to come. 

First John 1:9 gives us one of the greatest promises in Scripture: 

"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness." 

Notice who does the cleansing. 

God does. 

He doesn't merely overlook sin. 

He forgives it because Christ has already paid its penalty at the cross. 

As we seek God's blessing upon our church, let us first seek clean hearts before a holy God. 

The greatest preparation for September 20 is not a perfectly organized worship service. 

It is a congregation walking closely with Jesus. 



 

Think About It 
1. Is there any sin I have been excusing rather than confessing?  
2. Is there someone from whom I need to seek forgiveness?  
3. What would wholehearted repentance look like in my life today?  

 

Today's Prayer 
Father, 

Thank You that because of Jesus Christ I can come to You with complete honesty. 

Search my heart. 

Reveal anything that grieves Your Spirit. 

Forgive me. 

Cleanse me. 

Renew my love for You. 

Prepare our church not merely with better plans but with purified hearts. 

May Your holiness be reflected in every ministry of Riva Trace Baptist Church. 

In Jesus' name, 

Amen. 

 

Today's Fast 
Fast from unnecessary noise today. 

Turn off the radio during your commute. 

Silence your phone for a period of time. 

Spend that quiet time asking God to search your heart. 



Prayer Focus 
Pray for spiritual renewal throughout our church family. 

Ask God to produce genuine repentance wherever it is needed. 
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