Day 9
The Blessing of Obedience

Scripture Reading

John 14:15-24
Key Verse

"If you love Me, you will keep My commandments."
John 14:15

Today's Devotional

Obedience has never been a popular word.

Our culture often celebrates independence, self-expression, and doing whatever feels right in the
moment. Even as believers, we can be tempted to think of obedience as restrictive or
burdensome.

Jesus presents it very differently.

On the night before His crucifixion, knowing that His disciples would soon face uncertainty,
fear, and suffering, Jesus did not simply tell them to try harder. Instead, He connected obedience
with love.

"If you love Me, you will keep My commandments."

Notice the order.

Jesus did not say, "Obey Me so that I will love you."

He said, "Because you love Me, you will obey Me."

Obedience is not the means of earning God's favor; it is the evidence of a heart that has already
experienced His grace.

Every healthy relationship includes trust. When we trust someone, we believe that what they ask
of us is ultimately for our good. The same is true with our Lord. Every command He gives flows
from His perfect wisdom, His perfect holiness, and His perfect love.



As our church prepares for a new season, obedience will be required in many practical ways.
Some may be asked to serve in new ministries.

Some may adjust long-established routines to make room for guests.

Some may choose a different worship hour so that new families can find seating.

Others may discover opportunities to mentor younger believers, teach children, greet visitors, or
care for those who are hurting.

Not every opportunity will feel comfortable.

Not every change will match our preferences.

But obedience has never been about comfort.

It has always been about trust.

Throughout Scripture, God consistently blesses hearts that are willing to say, "Yes, Lord."
Consider Abraham leaving his homeland.

Noah building the ark.

Mary accepting God's calling.

The disciples leaving their nets.

None of them understood every detail of God's plan.
They simply obeyed.

The same invitation is before us today.

What is the next step of obedience God is asking of you?
Perhaps it is serving.

Perhaps it is forgiving.

Perhaps it is giving.

Perhaps it is simply trusting Him more deeply than you have before.



The greatest joy in the Christian life is found not in getting our own way, but in walking closely
with the One whose ways are always perfect.

Think About It

1. Is there an area where I know what God wants me to do but have been hesitant to obey?
2. Do I view obedience as a burden or as an expression of love?
3. What step of obedience can I take today?

Today's Prayer

Lord Jesus,

Thank You for Your perfect love.

Forgive me for the times I have delayed obedience because I preferred my own plans.
Give me a willing heart.

Help me to trust that every command You give is good.

May our church be marked by joyful obedience to Your Word.

In Your name,

Amen.

Today's Fast

Choose to fast from personal preference today.

Intentionally allow someone else to choose the restaurant, activity, schedule, or decision when
appropriate.

Practice placing others ahead of yourself.



Prayer Focus

Pray that our church family would joyfully obey whatever God calls us to do as we prepare for
future ministry.
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